[Telecommunication in routine surgical practice].
In an internal inquiry on the use of telecommunication, 267 operations were documented. In 62 cases an interruption was necessary: 43 of them for a second opinion and 29 for a new orientation resulting from findings, and in 10 cases for both. A purely verbal communication/consultation was sufficient in 8 cases, in 29 questions an on-site demonstration was necessary to come to a decision. In the opinion of the operating surgeon, a picture transmission telecommunication system would have been helpful for solving the problem in 27 (44%) of the interruptions. Looking at the minimal invasive operations, the percentage was specially high (60%). We think that in future telecommunication systems can be used for time saving in operating rooms and on a long-term basis contribute to cost cutting and quality improvement in surgical routine.